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Matter Brought To Life

RINA SCHENFELD
at the "Alabama-Halle®

Thank God that ballet lovers are persistent enough and throng
even at a late night hour to a performance, at the close of the
very many others, participating in the - "Few Dance Festival"
at ~Alabama-Halle to see the Israell dancer Rina Schenfelé and
her young dancers. Those who came were greatly rewarded,
because this womans dancing creates a constant flow of
scenes to the spectator's eyes, that spark in his heart =2 most
sensetive reaction to minute transformations, thrat kindle the
imagination and cause one to continually process all that is
unvieled to the eye.

Rina Schenfeld, whose work is associated with the EBauhaus
tradition of Oscar Schlemer and Louls Fuller, with the movement
of her body instills life in the inanimate objects she uses.
In "Silk" - a length of pure silk fabric turns in her hands 1o
a wide-winged bird, to a pagoda and then to a scarf, to shrouds
and to a prayer rug. The expression created in the minimalistic
movements, find an organic extension 1in the material. The
dimensions of the whole space of the stage is composed
of slight gestures embodied through these objecis.

The way in which she operates 1lifeless objects as the silks
in "Silk", the tin plates in "Tin Dance" and the long white
feathers in "Feathers", make evident how meaningful and rich in
experience is her attitude to the still life of our world. There
is a flow of 1liveliness in her dance, rare in its gayely, and
loving dedication that keeps her from losing her senses or her
bearings. Episodes of her 1life take on a magical expression
in lovely tableaus of a woman in images reminiscent of Greek
mythology, whose person is so full of energy, it will overcome
anything. In her twenty-five {ears long career of modern dance,
like Martha Graham, Jerome Robbins and Anna Sokolow, as a leading
dancer in the 'Bat-Sheva' company, she has achieved g synthesis
of the many elements of her 1life and experience, illustrating
it all through a capability of expression attained only by
means of proficiency and accomplishment.

These last five yesrs, she has also Dbeen teaching. From
her pupils she has created a dance company of young girls, whose
manner of training is very evident in thelr work. They follow
the example set to them by Rina Schenfeld with great charm. One
such instance is very impressive, in the group choreography -
"Feathers"™ as the image she devises 1is Eersonified in allfour
dancers. The dance evening was so rivetting that the andience
overcame the fatigue and the tension of midnight.

(Rina Schenfeld will be performing zgain in Cologne, Yuppertal
and Zrlangen).




